From the Chairman

| am writing this after the first Committee meeting following our
AGM on 22 April. It felt strange not to have Joan Keogh, David
Rance and Peter Barclay amongst us. Joan was a natural
chairperson i always well-prepared, focused and diplomatic.
Under her leadership the good ship SS SU3A seemed to salil
through calm waters, although | suspect that like the proverbial
swan she was doing a great deal of paddling underneath. Joan
shone in very many ways and | feel privileged to succeed her.
David Rance, who served with Joan as our Vice-Chairman, is now
Vice-Chairman of the Ridings Forum and as | write is also being
nominated for the management committee of the new regional
body, alongside John Richards who has been chair of the steering
group. Peter Barclayods hard wor k on
been noticed by many i thanks to his active leadership we now
have a house style and some very effective publicity materials. His
swan-song for the Committee was to be featured in an excellent
article about U3As in the Yorkshire Post on 23 March.

So the Committee has lost three and gained three. Those who
continue in office are our super secretary Vera and pragmatically
helpful treasurer Jim. Brian and Doreen continue to be our
hard-working and supportive joint coordinators. Roger is our
talented Links editor (an improvement in practically every issue);
and Clare waves a magic wand over the website, keeping it bang

up to date (do have a | ook at it, b
Links!). Ken looks after the Drop-in sessions and John master-
minds our key events | i ke the AGM a

in addition to being our voting representative at regional level. New
to the committee are David Caborn (yes, there is a connection),
Marianne Lawson (who takes over from Peter Barclay on publicity),
Denise West and Peter Hughes. | think that between them the
Committee constitute a very talented bunch and so | am looking
forward immensely to working with them.

My initial few days as Chairman have reminded me of a

Cover Picture: Clematis by Myra Powell
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management course | attended where a newly appointed senior

manager was asked to give a flavour of her first weeks in office.

She was brimming over with policy ideas but alas, all that the

elected members wanted to talk about was the problem of the

wrought-i r on gates outside one of the
moment 6 came in the f oramlyouillsed)3 A0 s
elsewhere in Links that a solution has been found which will enable

the loan arrangements to continue. Grateful thanks are due to

those members who are helping out.

o

This brings me to the topic of member involvement. Very many
people have helped to keep SU3A on the road since it was formed
23 years ago. The Coordinators of course are the brightest stars 1
without them we would not have a SU3A. But there are other ways
in which members can help to oil the wheels, whether it be via a
befriending role at a drop-in session, assistance with the
occasional outreach meeting or helping to organise a Gift-Aid
funded central event. If you are someone who would be able to

help out occasionally do let Veraknowi | i ke Ko Ko, she h
| i st 0. U3 As aelpandal wauld bké to thibk thatevery

me mber, at some point 1 n their memb
back?©q.

So what is on the horizon for SU3A? First, members of the

Committee, plus other key post-holders, are to meet with Jean

Goodeve, who is chairman of the Third Age Trust (the parent body

to which we are affiliated). We sha
role and why there is a need to increase the capitation fee. We are

also starting to explore venues for
hope that members will want this to be one of the ways in which we
celebrate our Silver Jubilee. Then
paper on adult education, O0The Lear
advocates the development of informal learning groups, may

enable a closer dialogue at local level; not least about access to

suitable premises for lectures and meetings. We shall be

developing ways of extending our outreach activity to

underrepresented groups. And, having witnessed for myself the
success of the Tapton Drama project
feel sure that we shall want to be involved in creating further

opportunities for intergenerational activity.
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The support of members is of course vital if we are to move forward
effectively. Your Committee recognises the need to evaluate the
Impact of every event or initiative. We want SU3A to be the best it
can be, so please do not hesitate to drop in to the Central United
Reformed Church, or write or phone if you have something to tell
us. The Third Age Trust is also undertaking a membership survey:
some twenty members, chosen at random, will be receiving a
questionnaire which | hope can be completed as you relax in the
warm sunshine of a perfect English summer!

Shelagh Woolliscroft

Sheffield U3A News Update

Executive Committee Report

Now that we have had our Annual General Meeting, there are new
members on the Executive Committee. We have welcomed
Marianne Lawson (Publicity Officer), Denise West, and also Peter
Hughes, who was formerly a coopted member. There are now two
coopted members, Doreen Bezant (Joint Coordinator with Brian
Bezant) and David Caborn. You will find details of all the members
of the current Executive Committee on the inside cover of this
Issue of Links.

A small working group will soon be starting work on the planning
the next AGM, which is likely to take place at the same venue as
this year.

With the retirement of John Brooke, our Equipment Officer, a new
home had to be found for the SU3A loan equipment. Although Roy
Pilkington initially agreed to store all the equipment, it was found
that there were two main groups of users. Fortunately, a member of
each O0clusterd has agreed to store
understanding that it will also be available to other Groups who
may occasionally require it. The individuals are Brian McAteer and
Mike Ford, who each hold a laptop and projector i the rest of the
equipment being kept by Roy (for more information see article later
in Links).
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We are pleased to report that the Reading in Schools project is
continuing to progress well and so far 38 volunteers have gone
through the CRB checks. However, more volunteers are required -
so if you are interested in taking part, please contact Yvonne
Rowland [tel: (0114) 242 5201].

The Drop-ins have continued to attract a good number of both
members and prospective members. The Executive Committee
has, therefore, agreed to extend the pilot to December 2009, first
Tuesday of each month, at the Central United Reformed Church i
we look forward to seeing you there. You will find the dates on the
calendar of events on the back cover.

Reference was made in the December 2008 issue of Links to an
increase in the membership fee. At our meeting on 1 May, the
Executive Committee agreed to increase the fee by £1, to £8 per
annum with effect from October 2009. This is a very modest but
necessary increase.

Vera Dyer

Your New Chairman 4

Q. Where are you from originally?

A. From West Kirby on the Wirral
Peninsula. | went to school in Birkenhead
and then read English at Bangor, whilst
doing a lot of sailing and mountaineering.

| met my husband on the top deck of a

bus. He did my Physics homework and |
did his German. Sadly he went on to falil
German O | evel and |
the Physics class.

-

Q. How long have you lived in Sheffield?

A. We moved up from Surrey in 1971. My husband Les had

finished his PhD in Space Science and was offered a post at

Sheffield in the Space Instrumentation Group. When he died in

1996 he was working on a big intern

which was launched from French Guyana later that year. Sadly the
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rocket blew up, but a duplicate payload was launched in 2000 on a
Russian rocket and the four satellites are still in orbit, sending back
data on the solar wind etc.

Q. What was your own line of work?

A. | was a careers adviser and then a manager with Sheffield LEA.
As Assistant Director of Education, | was responsible for the
Careers Service and the Education - Business Partnership. This
was where | first met my current partner, Roy, who was in charge of
resources.

Q. Do you have a family?

A. Yes, a daughter Kate and two sons, Mike and Tim. Kate is into
old things (so | hope | shall be of increasing interest to her!). She
has recently turned a derelict Peak District barn into a thriving
holiday let. Mike is a civil engineer in London, and is into
endurance sports. He went to the North Pole last year and hopes to
do the Iron Man challenge this summer. Tim is a physicist who
currently designs and installs interactive exhibits in museums i he
has just finished one on the Periodic Table for the Royal Institution.

Q. When did you retire?

A. In 1997. The Government had by then privatised the careers
service and | spent my last few years as chief executive of a
charitable company owned jointly by the City Council and the
Training and Enterprise Council. After retiring, | worked from home
as General Secretary of the Careers Services National Association.
That got a bit lonely, so | went to work in Pontefract as a
head-hunter for the Society of Local Authorities Chief Executives. |
also did a bit of management consultancy. | stopped paid work two
years ago.

Q. How long have you been a member of SU3A?

A. Since 1999, when | met Ann Jardine on a Garden Design
course and she encouraged me to join. | have been an active
member of Gardening D ever since. Thank you Ann! Last year |
of fered to set up a Beginnersod
as tutor, and we have made good progress as well as having fun
and making new friends.
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Q. Why did you put yourself forward for Committee?

A. When | was first approached, by Tony Bullivant, | was too busy
with my work and looking after my mother. After | stopped work,
and my mother had died, | had more time to give. | had noticed that
Sheffield U3A was located largely to the south and west of the city
and so | felt that a useful contribution might be to encourage more
people in the north of Sheffield to take advantage of all that SU3A
offers. So that was my reason for standing two years ago.

Q. What sort of things have you been involved with as a
Committee member?

A. The outreach work has taken most of my time. We now have
some lively Coordinators and several thriving Groups in the
Chapeltown and Stocksbridge areas, and one in Parson Cross.
More recently | have been involved with the trial of the monthly
Drop-in sessions. We have held three to date, with an average
attendance of 50. The feedback so far has been very positive,
except that we need to find some nicer coffee!

Q. What do you hope to achieve as Chairman of the Executive
Committee?

A. If | am as effective as my predecessor Joan Keogh has been |
shall be well pleased. She has created a strong and harmonious
Committee, geared to supporting the activities of members; and
has ensured that the values and traditions of SU3A have been
upheld, whilst encouraging participation in new activities. Joan has
been a very thoughtful and diplomatic leader and she is a hard act
to follow. | shall seek to continue in that way, whilst also pursuing
my goal of improving access and inclusion.

| hope to strengthen our links with higher and further education
institutions and to explore the benefits of partnerships with other
bodies. In addition, | would like to see SU3A developing a role in
the local community T as an organisation through which members
can stay in touch with education at all stages. We already have 40
members signed up for the Reading Volunteers Scheme, and there
are some other exciting intergenerational projects on the drawing
board. Collectively we have an enormous amount to offer and |
think there could equally be significant benefits for us. Joan said at

the AGM t hat t he secret of a heal th

Per haps alongsiede this we shoul

d
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Q. What do you see as the most challenging aspect of the
role?

A. Perhaps | have yet to discover that! One new development is
that the Government has started to take an interest in what we do
and we may be able to take advantage of that, whilst not changing
our ethos or losing our independence. At an operational level | am
always surprised at how difficult it can be to find people willing to
take over the lead within their learning Groups and on other
Initiatives. In my experience it is enjoyable, fulfilling and much less
tedious than some of the jobs we used to do! So | hope that,
whatever needs and opportunities arise, there will be folk willing to
help out. Roy hopes so too, otherwise he could be in for a busy
time!

Q. How many years have you left to serve?

A. Two . | shall retire during SUS3A
hope we shall all want to celebrate in style and we are already
starting to develop the ideas that are coming forward.

Q. Do you have time for anything else?

A.Ye s, pl enty! | 6m a Governor of tw
and Brantwood. | never fail to be inspired by the dedication of our

teachers. In addition, | now have three grandchildren to spoil and |

act as gardening consultant to Mike and Tim. Kate is way ahead of

me T she has her own poly-tunnel and is trialling veg boxes this

summer. My only sister lives in South Africa, so | try to visit her

every year. | can recommend a Capetown Christmas.

You know what they say - if you want to get things done, ask a
busy person! [Ed.]

Can You Help Us ?

We urgently require an EPIDIASCOPE, as it would be very useful
to some of our Groups. An epidiascope is a device for projecting an
enlarged image of an opaque or transparent object onto a screen.
Have you got one you no longer need, or do you know where we
could acquire one? If so, please contact Denise West.

Denise WESH ... (0114) 274 6797



Loan Equipment

Despite repeated requests for someone to take over from John

Brooke as SU3A6s Equi pment Officer,
find one individual who is able to look after everything. Alternative
arrangements are therefore required. The pattern of borrowing over

the past year i ndicates that there
make regular use of the equipment. Volunteers have been found

within those clusters and the following new arrangements will come

into effect from 1 June 20009.

One laptop computer and projector will be based with Brian
McAteer of Science and Technology [tel: (0114) 236 9383]. It will be
primarily available for hire by that Group, plus the Environment
Groups.

The other laptop computer,

projector and visualiser will be

based with Mike Ford of

Digital Photography

[tel: (0114) 281 8510]. It will be

primarily available for hire by that /
Group plus the History and Art

Appreciation Groups.

The Committee has approved in principle the purchase of a third
laptop and projector for use by other Groups and as a back up to
the above. Before proceeding to purchase we shall monitor the
above arrangement for three months in order to see if these
purchases are really necessary.

The remaining equipment (scanner, loudspeaker, screen) will be
available from Roy Pilkington [tel: (01246) 416 139].

The Committee would like to put on record its appreciation of John
Brookeds hard work over many year s.
equipment, stored it, maintained it, managed the loan

arrangements, written guidelines for its use and trained other

members. Thank you John! Thank you too to Brian, Mike and Roy

for helping to find a way forward.

Shelagh Woolliscroft



Is it of use to YOU ?

Do

you use our website? I f youobre

obvious! But, if you are on the Internet, do you make our website
your first port of call for any of the following?

¢

If you want the details of a Group, the name and
telephone number or email address of a Group
Coordinator or a Committee member

| f youdbve | ost your progr amme
gardening/story writing or other Group

If you want to be sure you have caught up with any
changes/developments since the last edition of Links

If you would simply enjoy the Group home pages for the
Art Groups, the Digital Photography Group or the Travel
Photo Album (they really are all well worth a look!)

If you can not think what to read next take a look at what
the Book Groups are reading.

There must be ot her 0i f 6s | have

Noticeboard

U3A Diaries available

Medical Research Project needs 4 more
Volunteers

Click here to read the 'Yorkshire Post’
article on our U3A

Results of Travel Art Competition

Report on 3 March ‘Climate Change'
Lecture

5 May closing date for U3A Photography
Competition

10-14 May Short Break: Northumberland

28 May Harrogate U3A event

3 June Classical Concertgoers’ Outing

Vienna, SEIzrl:!l.lrrgl apd thgreystrian Tyrol

Have a look at www.sheffieldu3a.org.uk today. You may find it
useful and if you have any suggestions for how it could be
improved | would love to hear them.

Clare Chiba ..o, Web Coordinator

f
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http://www.sheffieldu3a.org.uk

Walk Sheffield 2009

This year 6s programme of wal ks
commences on Saturday 30 May and

offers a variety of walks each day until

Sunday 7 June.

SU3A s again leading stages of the
Sheffield Country Walk and other Groups
have offered shorter, round walks.

Walk leaflets are widely available from

local libraries, health and community

centres, the Travel Information Centre and the Tourist

Information Centre. Copies will be distributed to SU3A Walking
Group Coordinators. A copy of the leaflet can be downloaded from
the Sheffield City Council website www.sheffield.gov.uk/walking

Walk Sheffield is organised by the Sheffield Walking Forum which
has representatives from the NHS, Ramblers Association, Sheffield
City Council, the Peak District National Park Authority and SU3A.

The Walking Forum would welcome a second representative from
SU3A. If anyone is interested in joining the Forum, please contact
Stella Longden by phone

Stella Longden ééé. .

Gift Aid Funding

A number of Group Coordinators have enquired as to whether
or not there is any Gift Aid funding still available. Yes there is!
Our Treasurer makes an application annually, so our available
funds are regularly replenished. Detailed requests should be
forwarded to Roy Darlison, Chairman of the Gift Aid Working
Group, either by email or by post to -

Roy Darlison ..... ..... (0114) 230 1519
2 Valley View, 715 Manchester Road, Sheffield S10 5PS
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