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From the Chair  

 

Cover Picture:  Tennyson Memorial Statue ï Cathedral Green, Lincoln 

What a challenging couple of months we have had!  Wildly  
fluctuating temperatures, volcanic ash and endless political  
intrigue. One can only cope with so much excitement. I hope that 
by the time you read this we have a stable government and an  
austerity programme in place so that, if our blood pressure is still 
high, it is being raised by more enjoyable events like the World Cup 
and Wimbledon fortnight! 
 

Nearly everyone I know has a friend or relative whose lives or 
travel plans were disrupted by the volcanic ash. Many SU3A  
members had an unexpectedly extended holiday or a costly and 
nerve-racking journey home, whilst we at home appreciated the 
peace and quiet. Kew Gardens was a magical place on Sunday  
18 April - the magnolias and azaleas were at their very best and the 
only sounds were of bees working and children playing. Maybe 
more of us will be letting the train take the strain from now on! 
 

Proceedings at our April AGM were reassuringly normal and very 
civilised. No queues for the voting and a lively informal discussion. 
One member asked whether SU3A saw itself as primarily an  
academic or a social organisation. The consensus was that we are 
both ï even our social activities, such as day trips and short 
breaks, are organised with a strong focus on learning. We  
recognise that not all members are budding academics, though 
many enjoy the opportunity to dig deeply into a subject. Many  
people join SU3A primarily to make new friends and gain support at 
a time of significant change in their lives. 
 

Another member said, to murmurs of approval, how good it would 
be to see a more diverse membership. Efforts are being made to 
promote SU3A in areas of the city where membership is thin or  
non-existent, with varying degrees of success. Outreach work does 
take a lot of time and energy, so if any member feels able to help, 
please let Peter Hughes know. 
 

The issue of obituaries in Links was raised and it is clear that many 
of us would like to record the passing of friends and colleagues. 
The Committee discussed this recently and decided to set up a 
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system whereby membersô deaths can be made known and also 
recorded for posterity. The passing of those members who have 
made an exceptional contribution to SU3A will continue to be  
acknowledged in Links. 
 

Given the relatively low turnout at the AGM, together with the  
buoyant membership and the number of new Groups, it would  
appear that SU3A is meeting the needs of the majority of members, 
both new and old. If this is not the case for you, or if you have ideas 
for the future, do talk to any member of the Committee at the 
monthly Drop-In. 
 

The new regional body, Yorkshire and Humberside Region, also 
held its AGM in April. The outgoing chair, Sheffieldôs John Richards, 
was thanked for his work in setting up the organisation. John Lees 
will continue to act as our voting representative at meetings and we 
shall continue to have a double input, since Vera Dyer was elected 
as a member of the Committee. 
 

Plans for our Jubilee Year continue to firm up and at the AGM we 
shared ideas for a year-long programme of activities, the final  
version of which will be publicised in the early autumn. Jubilee Day 
(30 June 2011, at Wortley Hall) continues to be our main event, at 
which Ian McMillan has accepted our invitation to be a Guest of 
Honour. The planning group is cheerfully tackling all aspects of  
organisation ï even down to the Portaloos! 
 

Did you hear the recent mention of U3A on The Archers, or see the 
half-page article on SU3A in the Star on 1 May?  Both have brought 
an increased number of enquiries. I am looking forward to meeting 
those members who joined between October and March at the 
forthcoming New Membersô Meeting. 
 

Finally, and with great sorrow, we must record the death of Joan 
Keogh OBE, who preceded me as Chair of the SU3A Executive 
Committee. You will find a testimony to Joan on page 26. The  
ultimate tribute to Joan, and to all the members we have lost, must 
be for us as members to keep learning and giving and for SU3A as 
a whole to continue to set an example of democratic and collective 
organisation. I hope your membership of SU3A brings you much 
enjoyment over the coming months.                    

Shelagh Woolliscroft 
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Executive Committee Report  

 

Our AGM took place in April, with a disappointing 79 attending out 
of a membership of 2,700. However, the attendees appreciated the 
opportunity to speak from the floor, for which there was a generous 
time slot. At the meeting we were sad to see three Executive  
Committee members step down ï Brian and Doreen Bezant and 
Roger Heesterman, all of whom have given a valuable contribution 
to the running of SU3A. Four Committee nominees introduced 
themselves and were subsequently voted in. They are Pat Battams 
(Publicity Officer), David Caborn, Jim Walker (General Coordinator) 
and John Williams (Links Editor).  We welcome our new   
Committee members and look forward to working with them in the 
future. 
 

The duties of the Links Editor have been split and you will see an 
advertisement later in this edition for a Links Distribution Officer. Do 
have a look and see if it could be you? Also, our new General  
Coordinator, Jim Walker, will need some assistance, so why not 
give him a ring and ask how you can help? In 2011, three more        
Committee members will be standing down at the end of their term 
of office. One of them is our Treasurer, so if you feel you could  
contribute to the work of the Committee in this important role, 
please contact our current Treasurer, Jim Rowland. 
 

There has been some confusion in Groups as to how to proceed, 
should a problem arise between members. We are now working on 
a complaints procedure which we hope will give clarification.  
 

U3A diaries will be available from July. The price remains at £1.90 
each, including postage and package, and is excellent value. Order 
forms can be downloaded from the SU3A website or are available 
in paper form from your Secretary, Vera Dyer. 
 

The U3A Annual General Meeting will take place on 9 September in  
Cirencester. Application forms are available on the U3A website, or 
in paper form from your Secretary, and any member can attend if 
they wish to. The Committee will keep you informed regarding any 
proposed resolutions. 

Sheffield U3A News Update  
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It has been decided that the Drop-Ins will be a permanent feature 
on the calendar, so take advantage and come along. Dates and 
times are on the back page.  
 

Finally, we were sad to learn that our former Chair, Joan Keogh, 
has died. She will be greatly missed by all those who knew her. 
 

Vera Dyer 

U3A 2011 DIARIES  

 

These will be available in July and will still cost £1.90 each,  
including postage. The size is 3.5 x 6 inches, with a page 
marker, perforated page corners and navy blue cover. The 
week begins on a Monday and each double page spread has 
seven days to the left and a notes page to the right. 
 

The order form is available to be downloaded from the SU3A  
website, or the SU3A Secretary can provide you with a paper 
copy. To order individually or in bulk please send a cheque 
(payable to The Third Age Trust ) for the appropriate amount. 
Send your order, including your return address , to: 
 

The Third Age Trust, The Old Municipal Buildings,  
19 East Street, Bromley, Kent, BR1 1WE  

Advance Notice  

Lunch and Lecture - Friday 22 October 2010  

    
Local social and architectural history lecturer Mike  
Higginbottom will talk on Fun Palaces - the  
history and architecture of the entertainment  
industry. This is a date for your diary.  
 
The venue is again at The Sheffield Park Hotel  
at the usual times. Details and a booking form  
will be in the August edition of Links.  
 
Doreen Bezant ................... Coordinator ............... (0114) 236 6596 
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                                   Lectures for All  

 
Sheffield U3A invites you to the next event in their new  
series of monthly lectures at the Showroom Cinema 2,  
Paternoster Row, Sheffield S1 2BX. Take advantage of the 
FREEBEE Bus - it stops right outside. Coffee and biscuits 
can be purchased from 10.00 am prior to the lecture which 
begins at 10.30 am until 12.00 noon. You can obtain lunch in 
the caf® afterwards if you donôt have to rush home. 
     

Friday 18 June 2010  
 

Something Completely Different  
Literature Network Lecture 

 

Linda Lee Welch will perform her sequence of poems, 
Flossie Paper Doll, with accompanying musician The Only 
Michael. She uses this experimental work by writer and  
musician to illustrate her theme of creative collaboration in 
the arts. For further information see page 5 of April Links. 
 

Friday 16 July 2010  
 

No Nettles Required  
 

Wildlife gardening has never been so popular, and advice on 
how to do it never been more abundant. However, much of 
the avalanche of advice is contradictory. Ken Thompson's 
approach is to look at the evidence in an interesting and 
amusing lecture, that gives us some reassuring truths  
gathered from a large research project called Biodiversity in 
Urban Gardens. He tells us that successful wild-life  
gardening is much more about how you garden than what 
you grow. 
 

Ken Thompson is a retired Plant Ecologist and Honorary   
Senior Lecturer of the Department of Animal and Plant  
Sciences at the University of Sheffield. 
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The Local Friends Project  

 
The Local Friends project, run by Sheffield Hallam University, 
gives local people the chance to meet those from other countries, 
to offer them a warm Sheffield welcome and introduce them to our 
local cuisine and culture.      
                             
The Local Friends project has been running for 18 months and  
has matched more than 100 students with different local hosts. 
Students involved in the project have come from as far afield as 
China, Denmark, Holland, Libya, Malaysia, Malta, Serbia and Sri 
Lanka. 
  
Hosts can request a gender and/or nationality preference on the 
students they meet. It is ideal if you are learning a language and 
want to meet native speakers, or are about to visit a particular  
country and want to find out more from people who live there. 
 
Please contact Andrew Bromley by telephone on (0114) 225 4127 
for further information. 

 

Links  148: the last date for copy is MONDAY 5 JULY 2010  

Stocksbridge Open Meeting  

 

Friday 25 June 2010 at the Library: 2.00 - 4.00 pm 
 
An open meeting and get together is to be held for SU3A members 
and others in the north west of Sheffield to talk about existing 
Groups and ideas for new Groups and activities.  
 

Following our last meeting, we have successfully set up a  
Photography Group and had some Nordic Walking tuition. If you 
know anyone with skills and knowledge to share with others ï 
please bring them along.  
  
Also, if you know anyone who might be interested in whatôs going 
on in Sheffield U3A - bring them along too. Tea/coffee and biscuits 
will be provided. Put this date in your diary now!  
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Deputy Editor of Links  

 

It is time to commence the process of identifying a  
replacement for Roger Heesterman, who will be standing 
down during the next year. The role of the Deputy Editor is 
to shadow the Editor for a period, before ultimately taking 
over the role. 
 

Those interested should be reasonably conversant with 
the use of the Internet, email and Microsoft Word. Training 
can be given in the use of Microsoft Publisher (which has 
many similarities with Word), the software currently used 
(and provided by SU3A). 
 

If you are interested in hearing more about this post, 
please contact either John Williams on (0114) 230 4568 or 
Roger Heesterman on (0114) 230 7654. 

Situations Vacant  

Links  Distribution Officer  

 
Sheffield U3A have established a new post of Distribution  
Officer. The appointee will be responsible organising the  
distribution of Links. This includes collecting the printed  
copies of Links from the printer, arranging for the copies to 
be stuffed into previously addressed envelopes and for  
delivering the stuffed envelopes to the current post room. 
The duties could be shared by two people. 
 
If you are interested in this post, please contact either  
John Williams on (0114) 230 4568 or Roger Heesterman  
on (0114) 230 7654. 
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Group News  

Classical Concertgoersõ Group 

 

Following the success of our visit last year, our summer outing this 
year will again be to the Gilbert and Sullivan Festival at the Buxton 
Opera House, on Wednesday 11 August, for a performance of The 
Gondoliers - considered by many to be the most colourful and 
tuneful of the Savoy Operas. It will be given by the SavoyNet  
Performing Group. 
 

The inclusive cost is £26.00 and reservations may be made using 
the reply slip at the end of this issue. Please remember to include 
the names and contact numbers of all members for whom you are  
applying and send as soon as possible, with a small stamped  
addressed envelope, to Derek Shipley, 40 Wollaton Avenue,  
Sheffield S17 4LA. The coach will leave the bus parking bay on  
Ecclesall Road South, near the top of Millhouses Lane, promptly at 
5.00 pm. This will allow time for a stroll or refreshments in the  
Pavilion Gardens, before the performance at 7.30 pm. 
 

Our visits are open to all SU3A members and no special Group  
membership is required. 
 

Derek Shipley ééé...é.. Coordinator éé...é.. (0114) 236 6257 

Aspects of Art II                 

 

Outing to Burton Agnes Hall and Burnby Hall Gardens   
Thursday 15 July 2010  
  

Burton Agnes Hall is a magnificent example of Elizabethan  
Architecture. Full of carvings, French impressionist paintings,  
furniture, sculpture and tapestries, it is described as one of the best 
English houses. Burnby Hall Gardens holds the National Collection  
of hardy water lilies and has a Victorian garden, a secret garden, two 
grand lakes and the Stewart museum. The cost of the visit is £21.00. 
 

There are a few places left on this outing. Kindly complete the slip at 
the end of this issue if you are Interested and return to Jessie Page 
as soon as possible. 
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Thinking of Forming a  

New Group?  

  

Always contact the General  
Coordinator to discuss your idea first. 

  
Jim Walker  

(0114) 236 9687           

New Groups and Courses  

Card Craft Group  

 

We are a newly formed Group who are interested in hand making 
greeting cards. Our intention is to work with a variety of techniques 
and materials to create individual and unique cards. New members 
from the absolute novice to the experienced card maker will be  
welcomed to share ideas and techniques about this satisfying 
hobby. 
 

We meet fortnightly on a Monday at The Mount Pleasant Centre, 
Sharrow Lane. Please contact me if you wish to join us. 
 

Margaret Lycett .................. Coordinator ............... (0114) 269 0429 

Latin for Absolute Beginners  

 

Since the current Latin for Beginners Group is now finishing, I am 
proposing to form a new one with the same name. The Group will 
be for absolute beginners who have never studied Latin before, 
even at school. 
 
If you are interested in joining this Group to follow a carefully  
structured course, which will be both interesting and enjoyable, 
please make contact with me. 
 

Paul Cordwell   (0114) 232 766    
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Come and Be Trained To Sing  

 

We are looking to set up a free taster course in 
learning to sing in close harmony. The course  
will be led, and members will be coached, by 
several members of a well established close  
harmony Sheffield singing group.  We hope this 
will transform itself into an ongoing Group. It is 
likely to meet in the Millhouses area. No  
previous singing experience is required and nor 
do you need to be able to read music. This opportunity is open to 
both men and women. If you are interested and wish to learn more, 
please contact Brian Bezant on (0114) 236 6596. 

Tai Chi in Stocksbridge  

 

There are nine people interested in a new daytime Tai Chi class in 
Stocksbridge and all are available on Fridays. However, hall fees 
range from £5-8 per hour, qualified trainers cost about £40 per hour 
and there are no retired trainers in U3A here in Stocksbridge. An 
increase in numbers would make such a class economically  
viable and affordable so, if you are interested, please call me on
(0114) 283 1392 as soon as possible ï you will make nine people 
very happy, fit and relaxed!     
                                                                                               
There will be a free taster session on Friday 25 June, from 
11.30 am to 12.30 pm, at the Inman Pavilion on Moorland Drive, 
Stocksbridge, just along from the Leisure Centre (201 and 57 
buses). Please contact me if you can come.  
 
Beryl Sharp ........... (0114) 283 1392                                                                           

New Walking Group  

 

Walking Group S is now up and running. If you wish to walk  
between 5 and 7 miles every Friday, then please give me a call and 
you will be made very welcome by all of us. 
 
Mike Denial ........................ Coordinator ............... (0114) 235 0584 
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Travel Group News  

Travel Organising Committee  

 

Barbara Robertshaw, Coordinator (0114) 236 9102      
Barry De Roek, Treasurer (0114) 236 9169 
Derek Shipley, Secretary (0114) 236 6257    
Margaret Bullivant (0114) 296 2256 
Val Wiley (0114) 236 0726     

 

Only members of Sheffield U3A are eligible to take part in our  
activities.  
 

Insurance - for short breaks and holidays in the UK and overseas (but 
not day visits), travel companies require that all participating members 

have personal travel insurance cover. 
 

Illness / Medical Conditions / Disabilities - when applying you must  
inform the Visit Organiser of any problem or pre-existing medical  
condition. Please remember that all visits will involve some walking.  
Access to sites and places of interest frequently involves steep slopes, 
steps and uneven or slippery surfaces. Always wear comfortable,  
suitable footwear. 
 

Agreed Pick -up Point - if you wish to make a change, you must notify 
the Visit Organiser in advance . 
 

Reply Envelopes - please remember to include a suitable stamped  
addressed envelope with your application. For day visits - any small  
envelope; for short breaks and holidays - a Links size envelope. 
 

In case of problems or emergencies  - first try to contact the Visit  
Organiser; or if they are not available, any member of the Travel  
Committee.           

Travel Excursions  

Ripon and Newby Hall  

Thursday 19 August 2010  

 

For our visit to North Yorkshire our first stop will be Ripon, the  
Cathedral City of the Yorkshire Dales. It has a rich cultural heritage,  
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going back over 1,300 years. There will be time for a coffee break 
and to explore some of the historic buildings, museums and  
monuments, not forgetting the 7

th
 century Cathedral, founded by  

St. Wilfrid. 
 

We shall leave Ripon to arrive at nearby Newby Hall in time for 
lunch (not included) and our guided tour. This Hall is the family 
home of Mr and Mrs Richard Compton and is one of England's  
renowned Adam Houses and an exceptional example of  
18

th
 century interior decoration. Built in the 1690ôs in the style of  

Sir Christopher Wren, the house was later enlarged and adapted 
by John Can and subsequently by Robert Adam. The superb  
contents of the house include the magnificent Gobelin's tapestry 
room, an eminent gallery of classical statues and some of  
Chippendale's finest furniture. The house also boasts an unusual 
collection of chamber pots! 
 

Outside are 25 acres of award winning gardens, full of rare and 
beautiful plants. There are famous double herbaceous borders and 
many formal, compartmented gardens, including a Rose Garden, a 
Water Garden, an Autumn Garden and even a Tropical Garden, so 
far north! 
 

The cost of the day is £24 per person. This includes the coach fare 
and gratuities for the driver, and admission to Newby Hall, but no 
refreshments. The Garden Restaurant at Newby Hall is able to  
provide lunches and teas at reasonable prices, but you may prefer 
to bring your own packed lunch. 
 

To reserve a place, please fill in the booking slip at the end of this 
issue and send it with a cheque, and a small stamped addressed 
envelope, to Barbara Robertshaw as soon as possible.                                                                              

Newark and Doddington Hall, Lincoln             

Tuesday 7 September 2010  

  

Newark is an attractive town where the Great North Road, the  
Roman Fosse Way and the River Trent come together. Its famous 
period was during the Civil War, as a Royalist stronghold, and 
many facets of history are reflected it its streets and buildings. 
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The Market Place, one of the largest cobbled squares in the  
country, is dominated by the 1776 Town Hall, the Governorôs 
House, important during the Civil War, and the old White Hart, now 
Nottingham Building Society, one of the finest examples of  
14

th
 century timber-framed architecture. The Parish Church, built in 

1227, contains many interesting artefacts. The riverside walk and 
the garden in the remains of the Castle are ideal places for a picnic 
lunch, and are a short walk from the Market Place. There are plenty 
of cafés in the Market Place area, where you can purchase lunch. 
 

After a morning in Newark, we shall journey on to Doddington Hall 
and Gardens, situated about 5 miles from Lincoln. The house, circa 
1600, was built by Thomas Tailor to a Robert Smythson design. It 
has remained in the same family, largely inherited through the  
female line. We shall have a guided tour of the house and then you 
will be free to enjoy the gardens or visit the Farm Shop and café. 
We shall leave Doddington at about 4.30 pm to return to Sheffield. 
 

The cost for the day is £21.50, which includes entrance to the 
house and gardens and tip for the coach driver. To reserve a place, 
please complete the booking form at the back of this issue and 
send it to Val Wiley as soon as possible. 

Day Trip Reviews  

Did you know that Lincoln Cathedral, or 
Minster as it was then known, dates 
back to 1072 when William the  
Conqueror instructed that the bishopric 
of the then largest diocese in England, 
should be moved from Dorchester to  
Lincoln, where he had already  
established a castle in the old Roman 
upper city?  
 

The Cathedral, built in Norman style, 
was finally consecrated in 1092 and has 
dominated the Lincolnshire skyline ever 
since. However, it has had a chequered 
life, being severely damaged by fire in 
1141, partially restored, then structurally 
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damaged by an earthquake in 1185.  
 

The Bishop of that time was Hugh, who oversaw the rebuilding and 
enlargement in the new Early Gothic style which relied on pointed 
arches, instead of rounded ones, ribbed vaults and flying  
Buttresses, allowing for wider roof spans and much greater height. 
These techniques were new and did not always work, with the  
result that the central tower collapsed in the late 1230's.  
 

In 1255 Henry III agreed to the  
removal of part of the Roman city 
wall, in order to greatly extend the 
Cathedral eastwards, and  
incorporated the shrine of  
St. Hugh, which later became an 
important place of pilgrimage. This 
was just some of the information 
which our guides provided during 
the tour of the Cathedral. They 
also showed us many quirks 
where arches which should be  
symmetrical are not, central roofs 
lines do not meet and the wall on 
which apprentice workers  
practised their craft. The Lincoln 
Imp sits high up on the north wall 
overlooking St. Hugh's shrine. 
 

Later, we were shown a variety of buildings which make up the old 
part of the city. In the central square, where land prices were high, 
the basic plot was purchased. The building was then constructed with 
each storey protruding beyond the foundations, in order to maximise 
floor space.  
 

On one beautiful half-timbered building there are still the visible    
roman numerals which indicated the correct position of each  
upright timber. These timbers would have been cut to size 
elsewhere, then transported in flat pack fashion to be erected. 
Our guides were superb and told us so much more; if only my brain 
could retain all the facts, as theirs do! Thanks to Shirley Marney who 
organised the outing, but was unable to accompany us on the day. 
 

Sheila Harris ................ Coordinator ........... Appreciating Architecture 


